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Introduction 

The 2019 Ontario Parasport Games were awarded to the Municipality of Durham (Durham 

Region) by the Government of Ontario’s Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport in the fall of 

2016. As part of the bid process the Games Organizing Committee had approached 

Pickering Soccer Centre about their interest in hosting the blind soccer component of the 

event.  

 

The 2019 Games offered competition across 9 venues with 11 sports titles up for grabs. 

Most events ran on the Saturday 9th and 10th with some starting on the 8th. The Opening 

Ceremony was held at the Abilities Centre, Whitby and broadcast live on Rogers TV Durham. 

                                                    

Street Open Whitby event in September aimed to promote the Games to local residents, 

This was the second Games in which blind soccer had been in the competition schedule. In 

2017 the Brantford Games saw Kitchener Soccer Club and Ottawa Blind Soccer share the 

honours over three games with no goals scored or conceded. The venue was a refurbished 

hockey arena and didn’t provide an ideal environment for blind soccer as the acoustics were 

loud and the Plexiglas sides made it dangerous for players challenging for the ball up 

against the boards. 
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Host Venue 

Pickering Soccer Centre was part of the Games Bid package to host the blind 

soccer event. This was a logical fit for three reasons; 

1. The Club has a long history of proactive programming that is inclusive 

and accessible. Not least of which is the Clubs All Abilities program 

that celebrated its 11th year of operation in 2018 and serves almost 80 

children and youth each season. As a result the Club knew they could 

support this event well from a volunteer and promotional perspective. 

2. The Pickering Soccer Centre which opened in November 2014 is a fully 

accessible facility with powered doors, washrooms and staff trained in 

AODA and inclusion. 

3. Following the 2015 Parapan Am Games PSC Executive Director Matt 

Greenwood acquired the blind soccer kickboards to further promote 

the sport and offer a true playing experience. The Boards were in 

storage at the Soccer Centre and made the set up for the field very 

convenient.  
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Team Development 

Each of the teams had a unique identity which reflected the player 

composition and how they interacted with each other. 

Ottawa Blind Soccer 

OBS are a team with excellent unique talent from each of their players. The 

dribbling of Berman and Vangelis was complimented by the patience of 

Richard and Jeff. Goalkeeper Brandon had a number of highlight reel saves. 

The team’s average age was the eldest of each team and probably 

hampered their progress over four tough games in two days. 

Pickering Soccer Club 

PSC were a team with two strong players in Williamson and T.Thompson 

who scored all of the Pickering goals. They were widely supported well by a 

squad that grew in confidence over the course of the tournament and 

goalkeeper Mosbah who learned quickly about the tactical nuances to blind 

soccer. 

Kitchener Soccer Club 

The eventual winners and with the lowest average age this team found 

strength in two key players, Fatlum and Ahmed. Younger players Lyons and 

Parkin grew game by game to play key supporting roles while Godin and 

Ibrahim were strong in defence through every game. 
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Coach Development 

There is a strong appetite for a para soccer specific course that could be 

delivered under the National Coach Certification Program (NCCP) system.  

 

      

 

Recently released resources by NCCP and Canadian Tire JumpStart Canada 

have enabled coaches to access parasport education from their home via 

detailed eLearning courses. The opportunity to put this into a practical 

situation is hugely important. All three blind soccer teams offer mentoring 

with their own coaches and can provide local training for community clubs 

and groups, often in partnership with Ontario Blind Sport Association. 

Courses for blind soccer coaches exist in other countries and could be sued 

as a starting point to further specialise the role. There is limited education 

on the role of the Goal Guide outside of soccer and is often a ‘learning on the 

job’ type of role. This can also be said of the interconnectedness of the 

Goalkeeper -Coach=-Guide during the game and how they work together for 

the good of the team such as the transition of a player from one zone to 

another.  
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Match Official Development 

An excellent pool of Ontario Soccer match officials that are qualified in futsal 

officiating helped in making the competition a great success. The four-man 

team came from across southern Ontario and worked well as a team. 

Many of the rules for futsal are similar to those of blind soccer but the 

nuances of blind soccer were picked up quickly by the officiating crew. In 

particular: 

1. Escorting players off the field to the substitution gates at half way and 

then taking the new player to the correct place on the field. 

2. Penalty kick routine that enables the Goal Guide to tap the post and 

cross bar before calling ‘Centre’ and allowing the kicker to shoot. 

3. Corner kicks where one player typically positions themselves over the 

ball while the player passing it to them stands immediately behind 

them to push it forward. 

4. Greater need for communication with players on the field such as the 

use of tapping the boards on the far side from the team benches 

alerting players to the width of the field. 
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Results 

  

Day One 

Kick Off Time Match Result 

   

10:00 Pickering Soccer Club v 
Ottawa Blind Soccer 

1 - 3 

   
11:30 Kitchener Soccer Club v 

Ottawa Blind Soccer 

2 – 0 

   

13:15 Pickering Soccer Club v 
Kitchener Soccer Club 

1 – 4 

 

Day Two 

Kick Off Time Action/Event Outcome 

   
10:00 Ottawa Blind Soccer v 

Pickering Soccer Club 

0 – 3 

   

11:45 Pickering Soccer Club v 
Kitchener Soccer Club 

4 – 3 

   
13:15 Ottawa Blind Soccer v 

Kitchener Soccer Club 

0 - 3 

 

Medal Table 

GOLD  Kitchener Soccer Club 

SILVER Pickering Soccer Club 

BRONZE Ottawa Blind Soccer 
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Spectators 
 

The Games Organizing Committee had launched a ‘Be The Roar’ campaign 

100 days out from the Games which appeared to boost attendance across all 

competitions. The Pickering Soccer Club U14 Girls turned up on Day One to 

provide great support to the home team while an estimated 500 spectators 

across the two days took in the action. 

A week out from the event we were offered the chance to have all games live 

streamed. While this seemed too late to prepare it worked incredibly well. 

Parasport TV set up at the half way line and not only broadcast each game 

but recorded them and posted to their website. Colour commentary was done 

brilliantly and added to the quality of the broadcast. 

                        

The colour commentary also made the matches accessible to visually 

impaired fans in the crowd who could tune into the livestream and here the 

Parasport.tv commentary.  

As with the Parapan Am Games in Toronto 2015, the spectators kept silent 

throughout and cheered only when it was approaite. 
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A vision for blind soccer 
 

• To establish a team capable of competing at the 2019 Central 

American Championships in Guatemala. 

• To provide a fully integrated, competitive and participatory soccer 

program in line with Long Term Player Development principles that is 

available within easy access of any blind or VI athlete. 

The 2019 Games mark the next major milestone in our progress towards 

bigger competition.  

• 2017 Para Sport Games (Brantford) 

• 2019 Ontario Parapan Am Games (Durham, ON.)  

• 2019 Central American Championship (Guatemala) 

• 2020 Paralympic Games (Tokyo) 
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Further Reading  

1. Blind soccer lone sport Canada not fielding a team The Star 2015 

2. How blind soccer works     Toronto Life 2015 

3. Parapan Am Games Toronto 2015   Inside Soccer 2015 

4. Canada Soccer AWAD document    CSA     2012 

5. Ontario Soccer Club Guide     OSA     2014 

6. Ontario Soccer Coaching Manual    OSA     2012 

       

http://www.thestar.com/news/gta/panamgames/2015/08/10/blind-soccer-lone-sport-canada-not-fielding-team-at-parapan-am-games.html
http://www.torontolife.com/informer/toronto-sports/2015/08/07/how-blind-soccer-works-at-the-parapan-am-games/
http://issuu.com/stevesmiley1/docs/ism_113/22
http://issuu.com/stevesmiley1/docs/ism_113/22
http://www.canadasoccer.com/files/LTPD_AWAD_Booklet_EN_lores_201401.pdf
http://www.canadasoccer.com/files/LTPD_AWAD_Booklet_EN_lores_201401.pdf
http://www.ontariosoccer.net/images/publications/2015/Para-Flyer.pdf
http://www.ontariosoccer.net/images/publications/2015/Para-Flyer.pdf
http://www.ontariosoccer.net/images/publications/2015/Soccer-for-Players-with-a-Disability-Manual.pdf
http://www.ontariosoccer.net/images/publications/2015/Soccer-for-Players-with-a-Disability-Manual.pdf

